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LEWIS F. POWELL, JR.t
It is with genuine regret that I read the news of Donald Lay's
retirement as Chief Judge of the Eighth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals. I was a Virginia lawyer who practiced almost exclusively
in the state courts of Virginia and in federal courts in the
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals. I went directly from the Vir-
ginia Bar to service on the Supreme Court, where I was a sit-
ting Justice for more than fifteen years. I retired in 1987
because of health problems. Happily for me, I have continued
to serve at a slower pace, usually sitting on the Fourth Circuit
and occasionally on the Eleventh Circuit.
Chief Judge Lay has been on the federal bench for a quarter
of a century. For the past twelve years, he was Chief Judge
and, in that capacity, chaired key committees of the Judicial
Conference. I had occasion to work personally with him on
one of these committees, and we formed a firm friendship.
One of Donald Lay's characteristics is that, despite strong
differences about decisions, he is admired by the judges and
lawyers who know him. I am happy to say that I am included in
that number.
t Justice, retired, United States Supreme Court.
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